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Revived Cornwall B&B has 200-year history

Offers attractive
rest stop
in easygoing city

MR ROCHELLE
) LASH

CHECKING IN

hen Robert Prowse was

14, he spent his hard-
earned paper-route profits on
anornate grand piano.

Decades later, the prized
rosewood piano is the centre-
piece of Prowse’s new lodg-
ing establishment in Corn-
wall, Ont.

Prowse recently revived
Chesley’s Inn, a handsome
B&B in a distinguished red
brick Georgian house on
a residential street. As far
back as 1814, Chesley’s was
an overnight stagecoach stop
for people travelling between
Montreal and Kingston,
which was a port for ships
crossing Lake Ontario to To-
ronto.

Prowse has given Chesley’s
a tasteful makeover, with
woodwork painted in pristine
white and walls in a soothing
palette of pastels.

The piano that started his
antique collection commands
the azure-blue music room.
Guests have breakfast at a
Victorian-style mahogany
table in a dining room bathed
in the pretty light of canary-
yellow walls. And the sitting
room is a serene dove-grey
backdrop to colourful collect-
ibles from Asia.

Antique heaven continues
upstairs in the three guest
rooms. The Tudor Room,
with its king-sized, four-post-
er bed, is worthy of any Eng-
lish king. The Governor’s
Suite has a private sitting
room. The 18th-century-style
French Room features twin
beds and rococo accessories,
and an ornate makeup cab-
inet. The down duvets are
from Montreal’s luxurious
linens shop Au Lit.

To keep the ambience calm
and cultured in the B&B’s
main house, Prowse directs
families with children and
pets to a separate apartment.
This is a home-away, with two
bedrooms, a living room and
akitchen.

Prowse relocated to Corn-
wall after a career in Toronto
as a producer and director in
radio and television, mostly
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JASON MCNAMARA/CHESLEY'S INN

Chesley’s Inn in Cornwall, Ont., dates to 1814, but was recently renovated and redecorated with fine antiques.

with the CBC, TVOntario and
CityTV. He worked with such
greats as Peter Gzowski and
Moses Znaimer, and liked the
big city. But he also likes the
change.

“Before I moved to Corn-
wall, Ithought it was simply a
place to stop for gas,” Prowse
said. “But now I love it, and
there is alot for visitors. Plus,
it’s only one hour from both
Montreal and Ottawa, in dif-
ferent directions.”

With a growing roster of
tourist attractions and an
easygoinglifestyle on the bor-
der of the St. Lawrence River,
Cornwall is increasingly ap-
pealing.

Dominique Gilgen and her
husband, Ahmad Mansori,
are émigrés from Montreal.
They are restaurateurs par
excellence, leaders in the
market of upscale, contem-
porary dining. They own
the Table 21 steak house and
oyster bar, and its companion
bistro, Truffles Burger Bar.

While Prowse has helped
revitalize and preserve his-
toric Cornwall, Gilgen and

Mansori have helped infuse
the city with modern style
and tasty, accessible cuisine.
In the process, they have won
business-excellence awards
from Cornwall’s Chamber of
Commerce.

Table 21 is a fashionable
fine-dining spot with a delect-
able menu of fresh oysters,
rack of lamb and black cod.
But there is no denying the
specialty is beef: tender filet
mignon and robust rib or
porterhouse steaks. Thurs-
days are “buck a shuck”
nights: $1 an oyster, between
5and7p.m.

Truffles Burger Bar cooks
up hefty beef patties with
such accents as Cajun spices,
goat cheese and, of course,
truffles. The menu also fea-
tures exotica like kangaroo,
alligator, camel and elk, and
all those sell well. Truffles is
good value on any night, but
especially on Tuesdays for
wings, Wednesdays for mar-
tinis and Saturdays for ribs.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash

TABLE 21
Table 21 is an upscale, stylish steak house and oyster
bar in Cornwall, owned by émigrés from Montreal.

1 YOU GO

Chesley's Inn: 855-936-
1112, 613-936-1111; 40 First
St. W., Cornwall, Ont.

Price: Fri.-Sat. $175-$200,
Sun.-Thurs. $150-$175, for
two, incl. breakfast, Wi-Fi
and parking. Low season,
Nov. 1to May 1, 2015: Fri.-
Sat. $150-$175, Sun.-Thurs.
$129-$154. A two-bedroom
apartment, the Innkeepers
Quarters, welcomes children
and pets.

Table 21 oyster and steak
bar: 613-933-9117; 157 Pitt
St., Cornwall; Thurs.-Sat.
from 5 p.m.

Truffles Burger Bar: 613-
933-9112, trufflesbgrbar.
com; 155 Pitt St., Cornwall;
closed Mon., open 11 a.m. to
10 or 11 p.m. Tues.-Sat. and
from 4 p.m. Sun.

Tourism info, Cornwall and
the Counties (Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry):
800-937-4748, cornwall-
tourism.com.

Cornwall is a 75-minute
drive from Montreal via
Highway 40 west to Ontario
Highway 401. Take Brook-
dale exit.

Founded in the 1780s,
Cornwall is one of Ontario's
oldest settlements and cele-
brates its culture and setting
throughout the summer in
town and in neighbouring
villages.

The tourism office, around
the corner from Chesley's,
is housed in an 1833 jail,
which is open for tours. The
local calendar includes: the
Medieval Festival, June 7 to
9 in Morrisburg, with camel
rides, jousting and puppet
shows; the Kinsmen Corn-
wall Lift-Off, July 10 to 13, a
balloon festival with music
and rides in Lamoureux
Park, one block from the inn;
and the international Glen-
garry Highland Games in
nearby Maxville, Aug. 1 and
2, arguably the largest such
event outside of Scotland,
featuring haggis, caber-
tossing and dancing.

Canadian history comes
alive at Upper Canada
Village in Morrisburg, a
theme park that depicts life
in the 1860s. And if you

can spend a few days, the
Ontario Waterfront Trail is a
picturesque cycling path that
borders the St. Lawrence
River in Cornwall. This con-
nects to several routes along
county roads to nearby com-
munities. The tourism office
issues a detailed map.
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1000 ISLANDS
GLEN HOUSE RESORT - SMUGGLERS GLEN

GOLF COURSE

In the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose

from one of our many Stay and Play or Romance
Packages, starting at $136 per night based on
double occupancy. Enjoy our 18 hole championship
golf course, onsite spa, casual fine dining, local
Theatre, Boat Cruises and Casino. Visit
www.glenhouseresort.com or

Call 1-800-268-4536 for details.

NEW YORK VERMONT

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD
$149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown.
Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive & 80"
Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS e NORTH CONWAY

Enjoy the comforts of our historic “country elegant”
boutique hotel with panoramic mountain views,
cozy Martini Library Lounge, renowned international
dining. Some guest rooms with fireplaces and/

or Jacuzzi. Golf, hiking & tax-free outlet shopping
nearby. From $78ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast
& Dinner (off regular full menu). Photos, amenities
& menu online. 603-421-6146
www.StonehurstManor.com

OCEAN WOODS RESORT

Goose Rocks Beach Kennebunkport

RELAX, peaceful, affordable lodging near sandy
beach. Spacious rooms include full bath, cable TV,
wireless, AG, mini-fridge, coffeemakers, hairdryers
and FREE breakfast. Outdoor pool, hot tub,
shuffleboard. Complimentary beach towels, chairs &
umbrellas. 10% discount for 5 or more nights. Call
Kathleen Spang @ 207-967-1928.
www.oceanwoodsresort.com

SMART SUITES

Spring Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $92.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $102.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free
WIFI. Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the
Gazette special. Not valid with other discounts and

TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT

served each morning Includes Fireside Reception
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-Th.) Weekend
Reception Coming Soon! Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi
& Exercise facility Walking distance to University Mall
and close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Contact hotel for more
information Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

NEW JERSEY

KEY MOTEL/WILDWOOD

Large rooms with kitchenettes. Close to beach,
boardwalk, & amusement parks. Inground pool
BBQ. July and August special: 5 nights Sun-Fri
$399.00 efficiency, 5 nights Sun-Fri $549.00 1 bdrm
suite, 7 night special, Sat -Sat $599.00 efficiency
$749.00 1 bdrm suite. 609-522-8142

www.keymotel.net

subject to availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700

Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off
-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same entrance as

Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $149/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast

islandbreezemotel.net

ISLAND BREEZE MOTEL/NORTH WILDWOOD
Directly in front of Morey’s Surfside Pier and
Oasis Waterpark, all standard rooms, newly
remodeled, in ground pool & kiddie pool, BBQ,
free WIFI, complimentary poolside pizza weekly,
Unbeatable location at an affordable price! 5 night
SPECIAL Sun-Fri $549.00+ tax, 7 night SPECIAL
$799.00+ tax (sat-sat,sun-sun) 609-522-2700




